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CHARD  RURAL DISTRICT  , 

--  in  the 
COUNTY  OF  SOMERSET. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OR  THE  MEDICAL  OPRICER  OP  HEALTH  POR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 


LiBRARr 


5l3t  BECEHEffi.  1948. 


TO:  THE  CHARD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

Mr,  Chairman^  Ladies  & Uentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of 'the  Sanitary- 
Conditions  of  the  Chard  Rural  District  for  the  year  1948, 

There  was  no  falling  off  of  employment  in  the  area  during 
the  year^  farmers  were  again  short  of  labour  for  harvest  work  and 
assistance  was  received  from  holiday  camps  and  foreign  workers. 

The  health  of  the  District  as  a whole  was  satisfactory.  The 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  low;  and  there  was  only  a moderate 
number  of  cases  of  influenza  and  Pebrile  Catarrhal  infections  during, 
the  early  part  of  the  year^  the  usual  time  for  seasonal  outbreaks  of \ 
such  complaints,  ^ 


Total 

Deaths, 


NOTIPIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 


Dis ease. 


Scarlet  Pever 
Diphtheria 

Enteric  Pever  including 
Paratyphoid 
Measles 

Whooping-cough 

puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

Dysentery 

Malaria 

pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 
Other  Diseases  notifiable 
locally: 

Erysipelas 

Chicken-pox 


Total  number 
of  cases 
notified. 

4 


8 

20 


Cases  admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital, 


1 


15 


UBERCULOSIS. 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 


Tosal  number  of 
oases^notif ied. 

15  '' 

3 

SCABIES. 


Total  Dea-^hs, 


Very  few  cases  of  Scabies  occurred  during  the  year;  these 
were  treated  at  home  with  Benzol  Benzoate  and  contacts  examined  and 
treated  if  necessary. 
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VITAL  STAf'iSTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

legitimate 
Illegitimate  ... 

Male. 

• • • 97  . . . 

5 

Pemale 

109 

4 

Total 

...  lo  2 ... 

113 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

STILL-BIRTHS. 

• • ' 4 ... 

-- 

8 

Ml 

5 

8 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


• f • 

• • • 


DEATHS  01  IliTPAITTS  UEDER  OIE  YEAR« 

3 ...  1 


• * « 
0 • • 


Total 


DEATHS  PHOM  ALL  CAUSES, 


Cause  of  Death, 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Cancer  , , . 

Diabetes  , , , 

Intercranial  Vascular  Lesion 
Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
nephritis 

Congenital  Malformation^^ 
Birth  injury  or  disease 
Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Viclent  Causes 
All  other  Causes 

Total 


Male. 

1 

10 

8 

18 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

5 

59 


• • • 
• • * 

• • * 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 


Pemale. 

3 

1 

18 

1 

13 

25 

1 

1 

1 


0 9 0 

0 0 0 


1 


13 


78 


WATER  SUPPLY 

T Samples  of  water  from  Public  Supplies  have  been  taken 
^blio^AnalyS^  taoterlologioal  examination  by  the 

from  the  Hewish  Public  Supply  were  reported  on  as 
satisfactory  and  steps  were  taken  to  exclude  sheep  from  the  reserved 
■area.  E®oent  samples  now  show  that  the  pollution  has  been  cleared  up, 
4.  o-v.  Difficulties  are  still  being  met  with  in  maintaining  supplies 

Stocklinch  Reservoir,  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  4 trunk  main  to  the  reservoir  is  inadequate.  A scheme  is  now 
being  prepared  by  the  Council»s  Consulting  Engineer  for  the 
augmentation  and  replanning  of  the  Regional  Scheme. 

Ho  trouble  is  experienced  with  plumbo** solvent  action  on  anv 
of  the  Council* s Public  Supplies. 
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W A T E 

R S U 

P P L Y , 

(Continued ) 

number  of  Dwelling-hous 

es  and  Population 

supplied  from 

mains , 

parish. 

Total 

Direct 

to  Housed 

' 0 0 t 

Popul- 

o 

• 

o 

Popul- 

1 

0 

• 

0 

I-b 

Popul- 

-ation. 

Houses, 

-ation. 

houses. 

-ation. 

Ashill 

419 

115 

368 

1 

3 

Broadway  * . . 

316 

87 

278 

m 

m 

Buckland  St,  Mary 

456 

37 

118 

m 

Chaff combe  . . , 

210 

33 

106 

«*• 

Chard  parish 

1807 

366 

1171 

12 

40 

Chillington^' 

161 

17 

55 

- 

Combe  St,  Bicholas 

763 

128 

409 

8 

29 

Cricket  St,  Thomas* 

89 

17 

55 

- 

m 

Cudworth* 

74 

8 

26 

•*« 

m 

Binnington*  • • 

105 

17 

55 

- 

m 

Bouyatt 

300 

69 

220 

Ml 

Bowlish  Wake 

239 

31 

100 

18 

66 

Hinton  3t,  G-eorge* 

iBminster 

403 

125 

400 

- 

( without ) , , , 

803 

128 

410 

- 

Ilton 

510 

153 

490 

- 

Kingstone  ...  ^ 

130 

9 

31 

- 

- 

” Allowenshay ) » 

17 

55 

Knowle  St,  Giles 

123 

22 

70 

m 

Lopen 

219 

36 

115 

tm 

- 

Merriott 

1237 

273 

874 

- 

Misterton  , . , 

Seavington  St,  Mary) 

Seavington  St,  ! 

Michael  ^ 

522 

159 

509 

•m 

— 

341 

82 

262 

Shepton  Beauchamp 

578 

143 

458 

- 

Stocklinch  . . , 

123 

20 

64 

- 

Wambrook* 

174 

21 

68 

•4 

Way ford  , , . 

285 

16 

51 

West  Crewkerne 

459 

28 

90 

11 

37 

White lac kingt on 

143 

1 

4 

M 

- 

Y/hite  Staunton 

169 

m 

- 

Wins  ham 

662 

84 

269 

•• 

11^820 

2242 

7181 

50 

175 

*E state  supplies  not  owned 

by  L,A. 
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E„A_ SUPPLY  . (Oontinued) . 
^AenAioffior  improvements  of  Supplies  during  Year. 


i 

CpAtg. 

CD 

2"  extension  from  Crossways  Tatworth  to 
the  hamlet  of  Chilson  ^ 

• • • 9 0 4 

£ 

395 

(ii) 

5 rising  main  from  source  at  Stowell,  Tatworth 
to  the  Two  Ash  Hill  Reservoir  , , , ^ 

870 

PRst_«War  _Proposals : 

(i) 

New  pumping  station  and  pumping  equipment  at 
Stowell , Tatworth 

1653 

(ii) 

3"  extension  to  Newtovmi,  Buckland  St,  Maiy 

1200 

(iii) 

3*^  extensions  to  Golden  Fleece,  Tatworth  and 
to  Bridge  and  AJnmerham,  Winsh^ 

2100 

(iv)  Branch  main  to  Clapton,  West  Crewkerne  - 

~ Scheme  in  course  of  preparation, 

(v)  Regional  augmentation  scheme  to  be  carried  out 

in  the  following  priority  order  - 

(a)  Duplicate  borehole  at  Pole  Rue,  Combe  St,  Rioholasj 

(b)  Sxteusion  to  Wadeford  and  Poxden  Hill  Chard  parish; 
(o)  Reservoir  at  Egwood  Hill,  Merriott; 

(d)  Reservoir  at  Pole  Rue,  Combe  St,  Nicholas,  with 

gravitation  main  to  llminster  and  Merriott; 

(e)  Extensions  to  Wambrook,  Whitestaunton,  Buckland 

St,  Maiy , &o,  - Proposals  now  being  prepared  by  the 
Councilfs  Consulting  Ehgineer,  Mr,  A,  J. Allen, 


SEWERS  AMD  SEWAOE  DISPQSAD. 

Further  trouble  was  experienced  on  the  sewage  ■ 
system  at  Merriott  during  the  year  due  to  the  infiltration  of  surface 
water.  Tests  were  carried  out  on  the  various  lengths  of  sewer 
and  works  are  in  hand  to  relay  the  most  defective  parts  of  the 
sewers. 


psals : 


Eorton,  Chard  Parish  - Estimated  cost  £3,000, 


MILK  SUP  P _L_Y_^ 

(a)  Total  number  of  Registered  Daiiy  Farms 

(b)  Humber  of  Retailers 

(c)  lumber  of  Producer-*Retailer3  included  in  (b)' 

(d)  Number  of  Licensed  Pasteurising  Plants  .,,  ,* 

(e)  Number  of  Heat  Treatment  Plants  not  included* in  (dK 


547 

60 

58 

1 


ICE  CREAM, 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  - 

(a)  Manufacture  ... 

(b)  Sale 


(4) 


y> 


Number  of  licensed  Slaughterhouses 
” ” Registered 

• • • • # 

Slaughterhouses  where  horses 
are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption 
Number  of  any  in  use  under  Ministry  of 
Pood 


11 ) Not  now  used  and 
5)  Licences  not  renewed 
since  1939. 

Nil, 

Nil. 


POLLUTION  OP  RIVERS. 

Occasional  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  resardine- 

11  i still  far  irom  satisfacroiy ^ but  it  is  understood 

pnf  I t ooS^ructing  Lw  sew^e  wLks 

operation^  the  condition  of  the^iver  ^ 
should  rapidly  improve,  xj.ver 


H 0 U SING, 


Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with 
accommodation  during  the  year^  but  much  still 
Some  houses  under  demolition  orders  are  still 
until  better  houses  are  available. 


providing  living 
remains  to  be  done, 
occupied  under  licence 


Permanent  Hous  es_ er^ ted  19 48: 


(a)  Local  Authority:  30 

(b)  Private  Enterprise:  3 


in  course  of 


( 2)  Pennanent  Hou^s 

(a)  Local  Authority: 

(b)  Private  Enterprise: 


^_ectipn  ^ 

46 
8 


end  of  1948: 


(3) 


C_qnversion  to  Plats  of  Lwellings: 


(a)  Local  Authority: 

(b)  Private: 


46  + 
7 


(4) 


+ Nissen  Huts  at  R.A.E.  Station  Ilton 
for  temporary  housing,  ^ * 


Houses  required; 

(a)  To  replace  unfit 

( b)  To  abate  overcrowding 

(c)  Where  conditions  are 

unsatisfactory  0 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


360 


adapted 


/ including  houses  under  Lemolition  Orders, 

(d)  Total  number  of  applicants 
for  Council  houses  at 
end  of  year:  . . , 355 


roiE  FLIRSING.  HOSPITAL  & AJOULANCE  PACILIT lES . 

These  remain  very  much  as  before  in  nrantipp 
has  been  performed  by  the  District  Nurses^of  the  area. 


The  Ambulances  stationed  in  the  district 
Council  Health  Department  for  administration. 


now  come  under  the  County 
No  cases  of  difficulty 
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or  delay  in  obtaining  ambulances  has  come  to  my  notice. 

PAOTORIEES  AISD  Y/OHKSHOPS. 

Pactories  with  mechanical  power  ...  15 

Pactories  without  mechanical  power  ...  12 


inspections  made  ...  ...  36 

defects  found  ...  ...  mi. 


I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(sd)  0.  C,  COURT  M.B.  , Ch.B.,  B.  P.  H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Healthy 
Chard  Rural  Bistrict  Council. 


5th  September.  1949. 
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